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CLAIMS 

1 . A method for providing personalized, wireless television 
programming together with program information for programs matching the 
viewer's preferences using a wireless hand-held computing device, 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving programming codes in combination with corresponding 
television programming information; 

inputting, by a viewer, a name of a selected program for viewing; 

and 

utilizing the wireless hand-held computing device to select, 
automatically, the programming code for the selected program for 
viewing and to activate the television when the selected program is 
broadcast. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the programming codes are 
video cassette recorder plus codes for programming a video cassette recorder 
to activate the television when the selected program is broadcast. 

3. The method of claim 1 wherein the programming codes are 
codes for a personal digital assistant to use to program cable boxes. 

4. The method of claim 1 wherein utilizing the wireless hand-held 
computing device includes utilizing programming software in the wireless 
hand-held computing device. 

5. The method of claim 1 further including indicating, by the 
wireless hand-held computing device, when at least one television program 
that matches the viewer's preferences is to be shown. 
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6. The method of claim 4, further including activating, by the 
programming software, an audio alert for the viewer when a selected program 
is being broadcast. 

7. The method of claim 1 , further including displaying on a video 
screen, by the programming software, a name of the at least one television 
program that matches the viewer's preferences, a channel on which the at 
least one television program is being shown, and a time the at least one 
television program is being shown. 

8. The method of claim 7 wherein the video screen is located on 
the wireless hand-held computing device. 

9. The method of claim 7 wherein the video screen is located on a 
television that is showing a program the viewer has selected for viewing. 

10. The method of claim 9 wherein the video screen is a picture-in- 
picture on the television. 

1 1 . The method of claim 7 wherein the video screen is a screen of 
the television and information for at least one television program that matches 
the viewer's preferences is shown immediately prior to the program selected 
by the viewer. 

12. The method of claim 1 wherein utilizing the wireless hand-held 
computing device to select, automatically, the programming code for the 
selected program for viewing and to activate the television when the selected 
program is broadcast includes using tracking and forecasting software in the 
wireless hand-held computer for recording names of programs watched by the 
viewer. 

13. The method of claim 12 wherein using the tracking and 
forecasting software in the programming software of the wireless hand-held 
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computer includes forecasting preferences of the viewer based on the nannes 
of programs watched by the viewer. 

14. The method of claim 12 wherein utilizing the wireless hand-held 
computing device to select, automatically, the programming code for the 
selected program for viewing and to activate the television when the selected 
program is broadcast includes using tracking and forecasting software in the 
wireless hand-held computer for recording types of programs watched by the 
viewer. 

15. The method of claim 14 wherein using the tracking and 
forecasting software in the wireless hand-held computer includes forecasting 
preferences of the viewer based on the types of programs watched by the 
viewer. 

1 6. The method of claim 1 2 wherein utilizing the wireless hand-held 
computing device to select, automatically, the programming code for the 
selected program for viewing and to activate the television when the selected 
program is broadcast includes using tracking and forecasting software in the 
wireless hand-held computer for recording keywords for programs watched by 
the viewer. 

1 7. The method of claim 16 wherein using tracking and forecasting 
software in the wireless hand-held computer includes forecasting preferences 
of the viewer based on the keywords of programs watched by the viewer. 

18. A method for providing personalized, wireless television 
programming together with program information for programs matching the 
viewer's preferences using a wireless hand-held computing device, 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving video cassette recorder plus codes in combination with 
corresponding television programming information; 
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inputting, by a viewer, names of selected programs for viewing; 

and 

utilizing programming software in the wireless hand-held 
computing device to select, automatically, the video cassette recorder 
plus codes for the selected programs for viewing, to program the video 
cassette recorder to activate the television when the selected programs 
are broadcast and to indicate when at least one television program that 
matches the viewer's preferences is to be shown. 

19. The method of claim 18, further including activating, by the 
programming software, an audio alert for the viewer when a selected program 
is being broadcast. 

20. The method of claim 18, further including displaying on a video 
screen, by the programming software, a name of the at least one television 
program that matches the viewer's preferences, a channel on which the at 
least one television program is being shown, and a time the at least one 
television program is being shown. 

21 . The method of claim 20 wherein the video screen is located on 
the wireless hand-held computing device. 

22. The method of claim 20 wherein the video screen is located on a 
television that is showing a program the viewer has selected for viewing. 

23. The method of claim 22 wherein the video screen is a picture-in- 
picture on the television. 

24. The method of claim 22 wherein the video screen is a screen of 
the television and information for the at least one television program that 
matches the viewer's preferences is shown immediately prior to the program 
selected by the viewer. 
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25. The method of claim 18 wherein utilizing the programming 
software includes using tracl^ing and forecasting software in the wireless 
hand-held computer for recording names of programs watched by the viewer. 

26. The method of claim 25 wherein using the tracking and 
forecasting software in the programming software of the wireless hand-held 
computer includes forecasting preferences of the viewer based on the names 
of programs watched by the viewer. 

27. The method of claim 18 wherein utilizing the programming 
software includes using tracl<ing and forecasting software in the wireless 
hand-held computer for recording types of programs watched by the viewer. 

28. The method of claim 27 wherein using the tracking and 
forecasting software in the wireless hand-held computer includes forecasting 
preferences of the viewer based on the types of programs watched by the 
viewer. 

29. The method of claim 18 wherein utilizing the programming 
software includes using tracking and forecasting software in the wireless 
hand-held computer for recording keywords for programs watched by the 
viewer. 

30. The method of claim 29 wherein using tracking and forecasting 
software in the wireless hand-held computer includes forecasting preferences 
of the viewer based on the keywords of programs watched by the viewer. 

31 . A method for providing personalized, wireless television 
programming together with program information for programs matching the 
viewer's preferences using a wireless hand-held computing device, 
comprising the steps of: 
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downloading programming codes in combination with 
corresponding television programming information from the Internet; 
inputting, by a viewer, names of selected programs for viewing; 

and 

utilizing programming software in the wireless hand-held 
computing device to select, automatically, the video cassette recorder 
plus codes for the selected programs for viewing, to program the video 
cassette recorder to activate the television when the selected programs 
are broadcast and to indicate when at least one television program that 
matches the viewer's preferences is to be shown. 

32. The method of claim 31 , further including activating, by the 
programming software, an audio alert for the viewer when a selected program 
is being broadcast. 

33. The method of claim 31 , further including displaying on a video 
screen, by the programming software, a name of the at least one television 
program that matches the viewer's preferences, a channel on which the at 
least one television program is being shown, and a time the at least one 
television program is being shown. 

34. The method of claim 33 wherein the video screen is located on 
the wireless hand-held computing device. 

35. The method of claim 33 wherein the video screen is located on a 
television that is showing a program the viewer has selected for viewing. 

36. The method of claim 33 wherein the video screen is a picture-in- 
picture on the television. 

37. The method of claim 33 wherein the video screen is a screen of 
the television and information for the at least one television program that 
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matches the viewer's preferences is shown immediately prior to the program 
selected by the viewer. 

38. The method of claim 31 wherein utilizing the programming 
software includes using tracking and forecasting software in the wireless 
hand-held computer for recording names of programs watched by the viewer. 

39. The method of claim 38 wherein using tracking and forecasting 
software in the wireless hand-held computer includes forecasting preferences 
of the viewer based on the names of programs watched by the viewer. 

40. The method of claim 31 wherein utilizing the programming 
software includes using tracking and forecasting software in the wireless 
hand-held computer for recording types of programs watched by the viewer. 

41 . The method of claim 38 wherein using tracking and forecasting 
software in the wireless hand-held computer includes forecasting preferences 
of the viewer based on the types of programs watched by the viewer. 

42. The method of claim 31 wherein utilizing the programming 
software includes using tracking and forecasting software in the wireless 
hand-held computer for recording keywords for programs watched by the 
viewer. 

43. The method of claim 42 wherein using tracking and forecasting 
software in the wireless hand-held computer includes forecasting preferences 
of the viewer based on the keywords of programs watched by the viewer. 

44. A wireless hand-held computing device arranged for providing 
personalized, wireless television programming together with program 
information for programs matching the viewer's preferences, comprising: 
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a wireless code receiver, arranged to receive programming 
codes in combination witin corresponding television programming 
information and to send said codes and said programming information 
to a memory unit coupled to a processor; 

a plurality of programming input buttons, coupled to tlie 
processor, for inputting, by a viewer, names of selected programs for 
viewing; 

programming software, loaded in tlie processor, for selecting, 
automatically, the programming codes for the selected programs for 
viewing, automatically activating the television when the selected 
programs are broadcast; and 

the processor, coupled to the memory unit and the plurality of 
programming buttons, with the programming software loaded thereon, 
for utilizing the programming software. 

45. The device of claim 44, wherein the programming codes are 
video cassette recorder plus codes for programming a video cassette 
recorder to activate the television when the selected programs are 
broadcast. 

46. The device of claim 44 wherein the programming codes are 
codes for a personal digital assistant to use to program cable boxes. 

47. The device of claim 44 wherein the wireless hand-held 
computing device includes programming software. 

48. The device of claim 44 wherein the wireless hand-held 
computing device indicates when at least one television program that matches 
the viewer's preferences is to be shown. 
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49. The device of claim 44, wherein the programming software 
further provides an audio alert for the viewer when a selected program is 
being broadcast. 

50. The device of claim 44, wherein the programming software 
provides, on a video screen, a name of the at least one television program 
that matches the viewer's preferences, a channel on which the at least one 
television program is being shown, and a time the at least one television 
program is being shown. 

51 . The device of claim 50 wherein the video screen is located on 
the wireless hand-held computing device. 

52. The device of claim 50 wherein the video screen is located on a 
television that is showing a program the viewer has selected for viewing. 

53. The device of claim 50 wherein the video screen is a picture-in- 
picture on the television. 

54. The device of claim 50 wherein the video screen is a screen of 
the television and information for at least one television program that matches 
the viewer's preferences is shown immediately prior to the program selected 
by the viewer. 

55. The device of claim 44 wherein the programming software 
includes tracking and forecasting software to record names of programs 
watched by the viewer. 

56. The device of claim 55 wherein the tracking and forecasting 
software automatically forecasts preferences of the viewer based on the 
names of programs watched by the viewer. 
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57. The device of claim 44 wlierein the programming software 
includes tracking and forecasting software to record types of programs 
watched by the viewer. 



58. The device of claim 57 wherein the tracking and forecasting 
software automatically forecasts preferences of the viewer based on the types 
of programs watched by the viewer. 

59. The device of claim 44 wherein the programming software 
includes tracking and forecasting software to record keywords for programs 
watched by the viewer. 



60. The device of claim 59 wherein the tracking and forecasting 
software automatically forecasts preferences of the viewer based on the 
keywords of programs watched by the viewer. 

61 . A wireless hand-held computing device for providing 
personalized, wireless television programming together with program 
information for programs matching the viewer's preferences, comprising: 

a wireless Internet access unit, arranged to provide for 
downloading programming codes in combination with corresponding 
television programming information from the Internet to a memory unit 
that is coupled to a processor; 

a plurality of programming input buttons, coupled to the 
processor, inputting, by a viewer, names of selected programs for 
viewing; 

programming software loaded in the processor, to select, 
automatically, programming codes for the selected programs for 
viewing, to activate the television when the selected programs are 
broadcast and to indicate when at least one television program that 
matches the viewer's preferences is to be shown; and 

the processor, coupled to the memory unit and the plurality of 
programming input buttons, for utilizing the programming software. 
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62. The device of claim 61 , wherein the programming codes are 
video cassette recorder plus codes for programming a video cassette recorder 
to activate the television when the selected programs are broadcast. 

63. The device of claim 61 wherein the programming codes are 
codes for a personal digital assistant to use to program cable boxes. 

64. The device of claim 61 wherein the wireless hand-held 
computing device indicates when at least one television program that matches 
the viewer's preferences is to be shown. 

65. The device of claim 61 , wherein the programming software 
provides an audio alert for the viewer when a selected program is being 
broadcast. 

66. The device of claim 61 , wherein the programming software 
displays on a video screen a name of the at least one television program that 
matches the viewer's preferences, a channel on which the at least one 
television program is being shown, and a time the at least one television 
program is being shown. 

67. The device of claim 66 wherein the video screen is located on 
the wireless hand-held computing device. 

68. The device of claim 66 wherein the video screen is located on a 
television that is showing a program the viewer has selected for viewing. 

69. The device of claim 66 wherein the video screen is a picture-in- 
picture on the television. 

70. The device of claim 66 wherein the video screen is a screen of 
the television and information for at least one television program that matches 
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the viewer's preferences is sfiown immediately prior to the program selected 
by the viewer. 

71 . The device of claim 61 wherein the programming software 
includes tracking and forecasting software that records names of programs 
watched by the viewer. 

72. The device of claim 71 wherein the programming software 
includes tracking and forecasting software to forecast preferences of the 
viewer based on the names of programs watched by the viewer. 

73. The device of claim 61 wherein programming software includes 
tracking and forecasting software that records types of programs watched by 
the viewer. 

74. The device of claim 73 wherein the tracking and forecasting 
software forecasts preferences of the viewer based on the types of programs 
watched by the viewer. 

75. The device of claim 61 wherein the programming software 
includes tracking and forecasting software in the wireless hand-held computer 
to record keywords for programs watched by the viewer. 

76. The device of claim 75 wherein the tracking and forecasting 
software forecasts preferences of the viewer based on the keywords of 
programs watched by the viewer. 



